
Court advocacy

AFJ PREVENTS
(AT-RISK YOUTH)

Mentoring & positive relationships

Mental health support

Academic & enrichment programs

Family engagement 

Life skills & workforce readiness

UNMET NEEDS & BARRIERS PUNITIVE RESPONSE COURT

INCARCERATION

Trauma | Chronic stress | Poverty
Learning challenges | Lack of support
Exposure to violence | Systemic
inequities

School discipline
Policing 
Exclusion

Prosecution 
System involvement

AFJ 
INTERVENES EARLY

Before system
involvement for 
youth who are at risk.

AFJ 
INTERVENES

After system involvement for
court-involved youth.

AFJ ADVOCATES
(COURT-INVOLVED YOUTH)

Alternative-to-incarceration plans

Mental health services

Education & tutoring

Workforce development

Long-term case management

Trauma compounds 

Education disrupted 

Family & community disconnect

Limited opportunities 

Cycle of system involvement
deepens

Positive choices. Stronger futures.
Reduced risk of system involvement.

Services instead of cells. 
Pathways to opportunity.

More harm. More barriers.
Future potential lost.

Changing the Course: How AFJ Creates Pathways to Opportunity

Unmet needs should not lead to punishment. AFJ provides early support and court
advocacy that create pathways to stability, growth and opportunity.
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